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The “Find a Licensed Professional Geologist” database utility is useful for quickly accessing 
information about the status of anyone who has been or currently is an Indiana Licensed 
Professional Geologist. 
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A footnote was recently added to the Homepage of the Website to remove any confusion 
that may have existed concerning the relationship between the InBLPG, the Indiana 
Geological Survey, and Indiana University. 
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Indiana Professional Geologist Licensing Board Meeting – May 12, 2010 


Talking Points 


Indiana was one of the first states in the area to achieve licensure for geologists.  However, since 1980, 
the profession of geology as a whole has evolved from research and exploration science to focus more 
on applying geologic principles to resource management.     


Most geologists seeking professional certification in the 1970s and 1980s worked in the mineral or 
petroleum extraction industries. With few exceptions geologist certification was not a requirement and 
there was no proficiency test for certification. 


The first law to certify geologists in Indiana was passed in 1980. The Indiana Geological Survey (IGS) 
was given responsibility for administering the certification law and the State Geologist was responsible 
for leading the board. At that time the IGS was part of the Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR). 


The law changed in 1999 to license geologists in Indiana. With licensure came proficiency tests and 
other requirements. Now, with few exceptions, a geologist could no longer call him/herself a 
professional geologist or publicly practice geology without a license.  The IGS also moved from the 
IDNR to Indiana University in 1999. 


PGI supports the institution of a continuing education (CE) requirement to maintain professional 
licensure.  This would be created with flexibility in course work to accommodate professionals working 
in academics, government, and industry.  Continuing education will help ensure professionals licensed 
in Indiana remain proficient in geology and keep abreast of new developments in the science.  CE will 
keep the licensure of geology in Indiana both up to date with current professional standards and will 
keep geologists practicing in the state of Indiana on equal footing with other states in the Midwest.  
Some other Indiana Licensed Professions which require or will require continuing education: Surveyors, 
Well Drillers, Pump Installers, and Professional Engineers. 


Eight States currently require continuing education as part of the licensure for geologists – Alabama, 
Delaware, Kansas, Minnesota, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, South Carolina and Texas.  Kentucky 
will soon become the ninth.  Each state and the proposed Kentucky regulations require between 24 and 
32 professional development hours (pdhs) over a 2-year period.  The acceptable pdhs range from a 
specific list of pre-determined courses or organizations (Alabama, Delaware, South Carolina), to a 
general definition of “…learning experience which enhance and expand the skills, knowledge and 
abilities…to remain current…Practitioners may pursue technical, nontechnical, regulatory, ethical and 
business practice needs…” (MN, and similar for TX).  Michigan requires continuing education by de 
facto recognition of the AIPG requirements for CPGs, with 60 pdhs over three years. 


Most other professionals require continuing education in Indiana, including accountants, architects, 
dentists, doctors and ophthalmologists.  The Indiana Professional Licensing Agency (PLA) oversees 
the licensing programs for many of the practicing professionals in the state.  The continuing education 
requirements listed under the PLA correlate well with the requirements of the geologist CE 
requirements of the nine states. 


Items which could make the both the LPG board and PGI more effective and more of a resource to 
geologists practicing in Indiana:  







 


• Expansion of the LPG board from five to seven members:   


Greater representation from various sectors of practicing licensed geologists; easier to make a 
quorum and potentially minimizes need for recusement or conflict of interest. 
 


• A staggered term schedule for board members.  This would retain some experienced board 
members while allowing a break for others. 
 
Greater representation from various sectors of practicing licensed geologists and board diversity 
while allowing a seamless process of integrating new board members with existing board 
members during the appointment process. 
 


• Add the LPG program to the professional corporation (PC) statue and any other similar statutes.   
 


By adding geologists to the PC statute, we make it clear that our profession is legitimate and is 
subject to the same regulatory standards as others. 
 


• Conduct board meetings at least twice a year and stagger the meetings between Indianapolis 
and Bloomington. 
 
Over 45% of Indiana LPGs live in the Indianapolis metropolitan area.   
 


• Provide an annual accounting of board expenditures.  This allows LPGs to understand why and 
how their dues money is used. 
 
PGI acknowledges that a financial statement was recently released by LPG board.  Questions 
regarding the statement??  Allowing for state employee raises?  Thought the Governor was 
asking for reductions… There is also nothing in the statement showing a 10 to 15% reserve as 
required from state agencies. Why not?  Where is the money that is not currently used for 
operating expenses invested? When was the last time the State Board of Accounts examined 
the books? 
 


• Make clear actions and procedures to allow the board power to reprimand an individual LPG.  
This provision should also specify conditions for a conditional license, a suspended license, and 
a revoked license. 
 
Current provisions do not allow for actions other than probation, suspension or revocation of the 
license. 
 


• Clarify that the current housing of the LPG board at the Indiana Geological Survey is because 
the IGS provides architectural infrastructure for the board.   The IGS is not intended to be a 
parent organization.  Clarify that the IGS and the LPG organizations are separate and provide 
different services to geologists in Indiana. 


After the 1999 licensure law the IGS was separated from the IDNR and made an “Institute of 
Indiana University” and the State Geologist became a professor of the university. Indiana is the 
only state which has its geologist licensing board attached to its geological survey and by 







 


extension a university.  Prior to 2007 licensure fee payments were made to the “Indiana 
Geological Survey.” Payments are now made to “Indiana University.”  All Association of State 
Boards Of Geology states except Indiana have their geologist licensing boards either within 
something akin to Indiana’s Professional Licensing Agency or as an independent standing 
entity. 


A recent brochure published by Indiana University regarding geologist licensing refers to the 
licensing board as the “Indiana Board of Licensure for Professional Geologists, Indiana 
University, Indiana Geological Survey.” 


• In order to remove the appearance of conflict of interest, provide language clarifying that our 
politically appointed State Geologist can advise but not chair the LPG board. 


Indiana is the only state that has its professional geologist licensing board as part of a 
university. The State Geologist reports to the Indiana University Trustees and as the 
administrator of the Indiana Geological Survey (an Institute of Indiana University), his primary 
obligation is to the university.  Half of the states with geologist licensing requirements do not 
have the State Geologist on their licensing boards.  Also, the State Geologist does not change 
often, (3 presidents, 3 governors, and 1 state geologist) – thereby making him a permanent 
member and chair of the LPG board as the statute is currently written. 


Fifteen of the thirty states and territories with geology licensure laws do not include the state 
geologist on their boards.  


• Review and specify the professional use of the word “geologist” so that a non-degreed individual 
may not singularly, in combination, or as a generic description use geologist as a part of their 
professional designation. 
 
Following passage of 1999 law a geologist can no longer call him/herself a professional 
geologist or publicly practice geology without a license. 
 


• Establishment of a subcommittee of LPGs in good standing to decide what is considered to best 
describe “public practice of geology.”     
 
Following passage of 1999 law a geologist can no longer call him/herself a professional 
geologist or publicly practice geology without a license. 


Geology as a profession is best served by having a clear definition of both why we have professional 
licensure and why it is an advantage to be licensed in Indiana.  These proposed suggestions are 
offered to enhance, clarify and improve what is currently in place and will help keep Indiana on equal 
footing with other states in the Midwest. 


The PGI Board 


 








Indiana Board of Licensure for Professional Geologists 
May 12, 2010 


 
 


 
Board Members Present Others Present Visitors Present 
John Steinmetz, Chair Teresa Blevins, Secretary to the Board 35 Visitors               
Tom Bruns Tim Grogg, Deputy Attorney General           
Mark Howell    
Tom Partin    
 
 
John Steinmetz called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. A quorum of the Board was present but Dr. Steinmetz 
informed everyone that there were no action items on the evening’s agenda. Dr. Steinmetz introduced all of the Board 
members along with Tim Grogg, Counsel to the Board. He shared that the Board is still seeking nominations for the 
member-at-large vacancy, which is a role for a non-geologist. 
  
Dr. Steinmetz presented a PowerPoint presentation of recent activities of the Indiana Board of Licensure for 
Professional Geologists (InBLPG) and provided some financial and other relevant information in response to a letter 
received of some proposed issues from Professional Geologists of Indiana (PGI). [A copy of the presentation is 
appended with these minutes.] 
 
Tim Grogg, Office of Attorney General, shared some information about his experiences working with various boards. 
He noted that the state has approximately 144 boards and commissions. He cautioned that this is not a good time to 
approach the state assembly with proposed statutory changes to this agency, because they are focusing their efforts 
on state budgetary matters and working hard to reduce costs. He informed the audience that it would take a strong 
legislative supporter to lead any changes, that the changes would have to be a high priority, or their chances of 
passage would be slim. He shared that some of the proposed issues raised by PGI, however, may be revisited at 
another time. 
 
Matt Dagon, Chair, PGI Legislative Committee, read some “Talking Points” prepared by the PGI Board members. Kevin 
Strunk distributed a copy of PGI’s “Talking Points” to the audience. [A copy is appended with these minutes.] 
 
Dr. Steinmetz invited open dialogue with the issues raised by PGI. Extensive discussions were held on each of the 
following items, and arguments pro and con were heard on each of the following agenda items. (The notes presented 
here are not meant to be comprehensive but to capture the tone of what was voiced.) It was also evident that any 
proposed changes to state statute would require an economic analysis to demonstrate any effect on the budget of the 
InBLPG. 


a) Mandatory continuing education requirement 
There were several individuals who issued opinions about how these would affect them financially and 
personally and would likely reduce the number of out-of-state licensees. Some felt that if an individual 
wanted to further his or her education that it should be done voluntarily and not mandated by state law. 
If mandatory continuing education were required, its effectiveness could be monitored by a random 
audit of licensees, as it is done in other states. Those assembled also heard from representatives for the 
Kentucky Board that a recent proposal to the Kentucky legislature did not succeed through both 
chambers.  


 
b) Expansion of the InBLPG from five to seven members 


The issue was raised because some individuals felt it would be advantageous for a greater representation 
from various sectors of licensed practicing geologists; would be easier to establish a quorum and 
potentially minimize the need for recusement or conflict of interest. Dr. Steinmetz shared that with the 
current make up of the Board, a fair cross section of the profession is represented. He also noted that 
achieving a quorum was never an issue, as the Board meetings are always scheduled at members’ 
convenience, usually shortly after ASBOG scores are received. At that juncture, applications for licensure 







can be reviewed. The statute requires the Board to hold at least one meeting per year, and the Board 
always does. 
 


c) Staggered term schedule for InBLPG members and capping the number of Board terms 
Dr. Steinmetz reported that since the current Board members’ terms expired December 31, 2009, and 
that the three have agreed to continue for another 4 year term, and that they are waiting for the 
Governor’s letters of reappointment. The business of the Board is permitted to continue without such 
letters. Dr. Steinmetz shared that he has had discussions with a Governor’s representative regarding the 
issue of staggered appointments. The Governor may achieve staggered appointments by issuing the 
letters of reappointment at intervals over time. Following that, the Board will make an effort toward 
future appointments being staggered terms.   
 


d) Add InBLPG to the professional corporation statute 
Kevin Strunk expressed his opinion that such a status change would make it clear that the profession is 
legitimate and is subject to the same regulatory standards as other professions that are incorporated. 
 


e) Clarify the use of the word “survey” 
Larry Studebaker expressed some concern regarding the definition of “survey.” The definition of the 
word “survey’ was read from the statute. Dr. Steinmetz noted that the English language is replete with 
“shared” words and that there is no confusion. He also emphasized that the Indiana Geological Survey 
and the InBLPG are separate, and both are housed at the Indiana Geological Survey. A footnote has been 
added to the Indiana LPG Website homepage to clarify that distinction. 
 


f) Remove the State Geologist from the InBLPG except in an advisory capacity 
The PGI Board would like to remove the State Geologist from the InBLPG except in an advisory capacity 
to prevent any conflict of interest. There were some members from the Illinois and Kentucky Boards that 
expressed the importance of having the State Geologist on the Board. Others in the audience spoke in 
favor of leaving the State Geologist on the Board. One individual felt the State Geologist serving on the 
Board serves as a model for other states, not the exception. Also, the issue was raised about the State 
Geologist being the Chair of the InBLPG. Dr. Steinmetz reported that the current Board members have 
the option of electing any Board member as Chair, and it elected him to continue serving in that capacity. 
 


g) Specify the professional use of the word “geologist” 
Kevin Strunk expressed some concern about non-degreed individuals describing their profession as a 
geologist. The InBLPG is statutorily authorized to regulate only the actions of licensed professional 
geologists. Non-degreed individuals are not licensed to practice geology in Indiana. Dr. Steinmetz 
suggested that if there are non-degreed individuals practicing geology in Indiana, the proper avenue to 
address that is to file a complaint with the Office of Attorney General. 
 


h) Better define the phrase “public practice of geology” 
Dr. Steinmetz read the statute for defining the phrase “public practice of geology.” The concern would 
require individuals to stamp and seal their documents for public practice of geology in Indiana. State 
agencies receiving reports from licensed professional geologists should require that the individuals be 
licensed and that the reports be stamped and sealed. That is not universally the case. 
 


The next InBLPG meeting will be held in Bloomington in mid June or mid July. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 
 
 
 





